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THE FARMER

AND MECHANIC

N THE BELIGIDLS WORLL

What Church Folk Are Think-
ing Abont and Doing

WHEN A KING WENT DOWN.
The International Sunday _"."-!":'.'l -lfl(:h;'
~on  for March 19-” =, -_l:f ‘,a"

Through Drunkenness. 1 Kings =0.
|

(By William T. I-:{l:s.) ) |

Why do nations die? We now haae[
Writ[v-n records of civilization (‘lttfﬂ' :.
ing back several thousand vears. d1'e£4
not a single nation that :1f)_ur}she c}
the beg nning of the Christian era,
only two thousand years 430, 1810 €x-
istence today, if we e:flk'e-PE Ehe Mon-
golian peoples of the Far East. S(;Fmg
of the great powers that exercise
dominion over all, or a large part of
the known world, have passed so com-
pletely out of the knowledge of man-
kind that their very existence was de-
mied. until the spade turned up the
records within recent decades. Such
for example, were the Hittites, whom
we now know to have been a power-
ful and ruling nation in the region
that is now known as Siberia, northern

sia Minor and Armenia.

9 A long roll may be called of the
great nations that have had their day
of power and glorvy and then have
ceased to be—Babylon, Assyria Chal-|
dea. Persia, Media, Parihia, Phoenicia, |
Sceyithia, Syria, Greece, Rome, Egypt.
’[‘:.' consider the reasons for the de-
cline of these =owers iz a profitable
exercice in patriotism, Ior it n;ztur_u!-
ly raises the question, «s our nation
also to go the way of the empires of |
old? \Whiat elements of decay are
there to be found in our national life?
Certainly, as this is a government by
the people, the cause of possible de-
cay must be looked for in the momnail
and intellectual character of the citi-
zens themselves.,

A King Who Forgot Himself.

In those olden days, the kin- was"
all and the people were naught. FHis-
tory is largeiy » record of great rul-
ere,  The grear progress that civiliza-
tion has made since then has been in
the direction of Demoeracy, or thagl
rights of the whole people. What the
king then did the enlire citizenship
now do. 1t is beyvond the power of any
one man to debanch anv of the West-
ern naltions, But the least of the citi-
zens may help his country on to this
fate. A modern nation is no strongei
than the character of its people.

So as we study today about King
Benhadad, and the disaster his drunk-
enness helped bring upon Syria, we
are to remember that in this West.
ern world there are as many kings as
there are citizens. Of Syria itself it
may be worth while to recall that it
was, in the time of Elijah, Ahab and
Jehosaphat, one of the great nationa
of Asia. It extended to the north,
northeuast and northwest of Palestine, |
Its capital was Damascus, that won-
derful old city, perhaps the oldest in
all the world that still lives as a great |
city., The country seems to have been
made up of petly principalities, over
which Benhadad was at this time the
ruler. We still speak of - section of
Asia along the Eastern shore of the
Mediterranean as Syria, but there is,
strictly, no such place as Syria, al-
though all the present residents of the
Holy Land call themselves Syrians
The nation is no more. A Turkish
Viali at Damascus governs most of this
region.

Banhadad had come up against Ise
racl, with his thirty-two kings. He laig
< ge to Samaria. the city that is now
but o hill of ruins and a smail village,
He despised his foe—which is aIWa;}':-!
a” tactical blunder, and, flushed with
wine, made arrogant demands and
boasts,  Ahab was voaded to resist-
ance, quoting, a4s an apt rernt- to Ben-
hadad’s vauntings, the saying, *“Let
not him that girdeth on his armor
boast himself as he that puiteth it
off.” A good motto, thet, to have Sun-
day school scholars commit_ to mem-
ory. The message from Ahab came to
Benhadad while he was carousing in
the pavilion, or mat shed which they
still erect in th~ East for special func.
tions. Benhadad had forgotten him-
self. and that he had a kine's business
on hand. His task needed a clear
head, instead of which he gave it a
muddled one. His orders were hasty
and boastful and inconsiderate. So
the Siyrians suffered a rout, and the
lkin: himself barely escaped with hisg
i<,

A Victorious Nation.

The story of Benhadad is interpo-
lated here by the Lesson Committea
out of its place, in order that ;t may
be used as a temperance lesson. alone
the line indicated bv the ecaption, “De-
feat Through Drunkenness.” For even
the most careful and tolerant thinkers
agree that the ligquor question is one
of the problems and menaces of our
national life. There is a growing dis-
position to look at the subiect Jess
from the standpoint, “What shall we
do with drink?” and more to rezard it
Trom the standpoint, “What will drink
do With us?”" It is obvious that no na-
tion nowadays can be victorious whose
beople are in the power of the liquor
habit.

Public sentiment upon the subject
has grown by leaps and bounds. Tem-
perance opinions used to be lightly re-

|

l+hose who form their opinions in.eluhe
|and saloons, and in the company of a

| rather than from a knowl >
the great mass of home-keeping peo-

iple are thinking and saying.
' Berlin Zoolog

| baby

-

Istanders.
'one of these tine days the young llons

iadvantages and the risk.

garded. Even yet it is despised by

few congenial spirdts “aggz; ntg‘o‘s?!!;ét
In the
leal (GGardens last summer
a dog n the same cage with two
jion=. It was a commaon vellow
dog. but it bullied those cubs in a way

I saw

that elicited the sympathy of the by-
I was not concerned, for

would awaken to a realization that
they are lions and that their tyran-
rmtf.-: tormentor is only & vellow dog.
Then woe betide the dog: all old
crores will be paid with a vengeance,
The little incident seemed to me a
parable of conditions in this country
with respect to the liguor power. For
decades it has admittedly dominated
our polities. The public it has treat-

ed with contempt and contumealy. But

now the public is awakening to the
glorious realization that it is the lion,
and that the ancient bully is. after all,
only a yellow dog. And the world
has of late been treated to the whole-
some spectacle of seeing the cur
kicked out into the street in hundreds
of communities.

The New Attitude,

Speaking soberly and with careful- |
ness—for too many oi the other Kind |

of words have been uttered upon this
subject, and their ultinuate effect has
been hurtful—we may ask, It tifere
any likelihood of this nation’s com-
ing to disaster through strong drink?”
And, “What shall be the attitude of
tha citizen of tomorrow toward the
liguor question?” On the first point
it is enougZh to say that the whole is

lonly equal to the sum of all of its

parta. If the people lose their self-
control., and become addicted to the
debauching habit of strong drink, then
there an be but ghne fate for the na-
tion. Private maorals gre the ult'mate

determining factor in national destiny, |

Britain is great because there are such
a large per cent. of great Britons,
America is great for no other reason.

Directly bearing upon this question,
is that other practical one, the att tude
of the young people of today toward
strong ligquors. I.et us start with no
misconceptions or misrepresentations,
which may later return and nullify
all our teaching. Every drinker is
not a drunkard. Thousands ol ad-
mirable persons use liquor in modera-
tion. There are vast reaches of =o-
ciety, cultured, Christian society at
that, where wine is recularly served
at the table. It even used to be con-
sidered “bad form'" not to drink. So
far from the use of intoxicants s lwavs

causing poverty, disease and death,

there are thousands of ripe and rich
and healthy old men who have regu-
larly indulged in the moderate use of
intoxicants.

Admitting all thig, and leaving out
of the case for the moment that other
vaster company of persons whose use
of liquor has brought only harm to
them, the paihetic parade of the
drinken and defeated and weary of
life, we may say in all assurance that
the advantages of the use of intoxi-s
cants are+*far outweighed by the dis-

liguor affords merely a pleasant taste
to those who like it. It is nor a
necessity at all. The most rabid advo-
cate of strong drink will scarcely
c¢katm for it that it adds any years to
a man’s life, or any real increment to
his working ability. The doctors and
the life insurance compamnics have put
that phase of the question outside of
the realm of dispute. So there is no

'real physical or materiad gain in the

habit of drinking.

There remains oniy the social aspect
nof the case, which has perhaps been
more influential than any other in
gaining recruits for what every be-
ginner fondly calls moderate drinking.
All users of strong drink are moderate
drinkers at first. 1If men had to be-
gin the habit at the gutter end the en-
tire business of the manufacture of in-
toxicants would dry up and disappear
inside of five years, The first glass is
generally “the social glass.” Men
drink because they want to do as oth-
ers do. They do not care to seem ‘“‘pe-
culiar.”” Their friends drink; there-
fore, so should they. That is the course
of reasonine which causas the Arab
womeéen to tatoo their faces, and
the Sudanese men to wear huge
gashes in their cheeks. It has put
rings in the nbses of Hindu women,
and pounds of metul bracelets on their
ankles, There is not a bad or foolish
custom in existence which has not had
as its chie{ buttress this argument of
usage.

Happily, s=ocieiy has grown more
sensible and tolemnt of recent years.
A man is no longer “"peculiar’” because
he does not drink. Somebody has
given “emancivacion” as the keyword
of the nineteenth century. People are
freer now than ever before in the

world's history to follow their own |

tastes and principles without embar-
rassment. The most sensitive guest

need no longer blush at refusing the |

wine at a host's ptable. There is today
as good social precedence for total ab-
stinence as there is .for indulgence.

| Even abroad this is coming to be so,
iand the example of America is help-

ing. At the home of a distinguished
Briton the only comment made upon
my empty glasses was, “'1 am told that
in America every other man is a total
abstainer.”” As for the old notion that
one cannot travel abroad without

drinking wine, it is simply nothing
less than nensense. 1 mysell have
iraveled entirely around the worid.
and am at t e moment in the heart of |

At best |

!A.sia en a second trip and I can testl
{that I have never Leen caused th

Islightest inconvenlente by not tasting |

'wine, Wherever wine is to be had

'mineral waters may be secured; or,

Imore satigfactory vet the traveler may
icarry his own suppiy of freshly boiled
‘water with him. Only once have 1
!been embarrassed by my
!stinence principles, and that was when
‘'my Scotch hostess at a dinner party
'in China did not know the Chinese
iword for drinking water!

|  The safer,- casier, cheaper, healthier
land more altruistic course for a young
'person to follow with respect to intox-
licanls is that of total abstinence. Cold
fwa.t.-;r causes no headaches, costs no
| positions, and is never followed by
i Temorse and shame.

Seven Sentence Sermons.

Be among the brave, advancing min-
ority, the world's hope, the invincible
few—not a remnant, but a leadership
' —keeping in the van of thought, bear-
'ing and daring for what you believe to
'he the truth and right.—lLeamed.

f J'ollow light and do the right, for
'man can half control his doom.—

< Tennyson.

Whole-hearted, striving and wrest-
ling Yavith difticulty; laying hold with
firmm grip and resolation, and toiling
today, tomorrow and the next, until
the task is done—this the creed of
forward, ever forward, and the bigger
the work the greater the joy in doing
itL—Henry M. Stanley.

Consecration is coing out into the
world, where God Almighty is, and
using every ower for His glory.—
Henry Ward Beecher.

Grant (o thy ministering servants
stiich haamility that it may be safe for
ithem to he- . successful.—NCwman
smythe,

Nothing of our life ’mllls we kuow,
Whither they lead s, why we go:
Yet who's forjorn?
He who watered the furrow can ripen
ihe corn,
—Dinah Muloch Craig.
The so-called passive virtues either
are not virtues or are not massive—
humility, patience, self-denial and the
forgiveness of injuries are battles and
victories.—Hitcheock.

RIENZI: THE LAST OF
THE TRIBUNES

(Continued from page fifteen.)

nel house and showed him a body
wrapped in a4 mantle, which he only
too well remembered to have seen
worn by Irene. He believed her dead
and departed sorrowing. * The mantle
i had been dropped in fhe street by
Irene and picked up by 2 woman. who
had subsequently died of the plague,
and of that mantle they had made
her winding sheet.
having returned to the place where
she had left Adrian. and found him
gone, supposed he had died in her ab-
sence and his body carried away by
the bacchino. She was persuaded
then to leave the city, and soon after
rejoined her brother.

At Avignon, Rienzi, having been ac-
quitted at his trial, was sent again by
the Pope to attempt once more the
reclaimation of Rome. With Rienz}
went the ®ardinal Albornoz, The
better elements of all Italy rose at
their coming and again Cola di Rienzi
entered the Eternal City in triumph
amid the acclammations of that popu-
lace, which wasg, in a little while, to
destroy him. Adrian was in RHome
when Ceola entered the citv, Riding
by the side of the Tribune he saw
a vision—the girl whom he believed
dead. So once more the lovers were
united, and, casting all other cvonsid-
erations aside, Adrian became recon-
ciled to (ola,

Brief was the second reign of
Rienzi. Walitepr de Montreal conspired
against him. But he had placed An-

treal, and Angelo betraved the ecap-
tain of freelances into Rienzi's hands,
who put him to death. Soon after

convent, sent for Angelo, and revear-
ed to him that Walter de Montreal
was his father. Angelo was filled
with grief at what he had done, and
determined revenge upon the Tribune
With a mad infatuation Rienzi sum-
moned the two German Kngs, then
contending for the imperial crown.
to come td Rome and have thoir
cause decided by the Romans. Only
from the people of FEomee, he dp;-iarg-L
could an emperor of the Holy Roman

'his last act of folly. The imperiaj
{froops and the barons came agaipst
Rome, The Pontifr :

(gsele betrayed him to the maob. The
!n‘lnl_\ fired the palace and stabbed
iP...lenzi to death at the foot of the
great stalrcase,

ilumes of the burning palace.

l~‘_rnm amid the strife and terrar
Adrian bore away the faintins ard
11’1.1f-t'(‘l!'13("i0|15 Irena 1o a s |
sofety outside of thea city. In Adrian's
northern castle thev were j-lur'-d-
ang there they spent yvears of el
alter those yveare of -'ln.ul-t :u!rf

'
'

torm.

tv| ANGIENT HI

total ab-!

Meantime, Irene, |

zelo Vasselli in the service of De Mon- |

old Dame Ursula dying in a Roman'

Empire receive hiz crown. 14 was!

| desert.] his !
| cause, and he was excommunicated. !
| The people rose against him, and An- |

Nina, refusing ty» Jqe- |
sert her husband. perished in 111.:5

peac=the resumed on Monday, when the

STORY VERY WELL
TOLD

.! O —————

(Continued from page thirte.

from the bleachers when he ro
out after one. But Jim had a; -
| day that day on his batting he
got three home runs in the two .
and stood responsible for four
five runs that the old patrivis .
that day. That's where Jim w ...
those days. He's a manager
Sally League now.

“Another one of the Youngst r.
that aggregation was George S
a product of Kinston and Oak 1I:
George gave promise of some 114
league twirling: he went to AMeomg,
later, in the Southern Isague g
then to Detroit inthe American
was making good up there unt:
girls began to say that George
‘just too cute for anything,”  and 1 .
pose George got to believing th.
himself and Hughey Jennlngs c:).
him. Told him ‘nix onthe skirts,
George just couldn’'t Dbreak .-
from the Ten-Cent store and Jenn o
as Grantland Rice savs, tied a
to him .about the size of Loaol
Mountain. Clark Gritffith picked |
up and now he is some punkins
the Cincinnati Reds.

“Then there was Tony Waltere
ed in those days ‘The Southpaw !
Wonder.” Tonyv got as high as
A and came back down last vea)
the year before to the Carolins
sociation and was away uabov, )
average, but he too iz doomed
a has-been in the baseball ha
fame. Tony finishes his cours
dentistry in a Baltimore colicze
spring and he says e will spend
balance of his days looking dao,
the mouth. (Joke.)

“These are three of the ones «
old days of Brandt and Keily,

“Baseball lagged H SedeOll O 1y oo
{ then when North Carolina was ol
on to participate again in oregan
baseball., Greensboro was in the r.:
ning and Brandt was there to do
running again. They entered wit)
vim into the VirginiaCarolina Teqzoo
but that league was shortlived
again we had a season off. Wt
the preseng Carolina Association was
formed Brandi was among the b
liners and this time he was the o

bhehind” at Greenshboro, He dugz up
Pop McKevitt, and for two scuasor

the rag hung over the patriot’'s camg
Brandt then announced that he nios!
sever his connection with the g

and be an innocent bystander. 1l
Lsevered angd Greensboro severed bor

self with the pennant-winning stre.

at one and the same time. The o
got “wobbly” toward the last of 1}

seazon and again the demand can

for Brandt. Brandg came clean o
took her over and now he sayvs “laooi
out!” He's started already and ther
iEn't any telling where he'll slop
He thought toward the first of Jan
uary that he had signed Otis Stocks
dale for manager, but he missed his
connection and Liynchbhurg of the Vir-
sinia lweague landed Stock. Brandt
tried to hold Stocksdale to & contract
that he thought he had, but the Nua-
tional Association officials Gecided
against him.,

“The magnate got bisy and pure
chased Irank Dovie from the Ro:o
oke team in the Virginia Leagcu.
last Year, and Doyle will guide the
Put‘flo!s to victory or to death in tivs
coming sScason.

" New, young blood,” said M
Brandet in a conversation recentls s
to be the stunt this season with
1 have passed ont releases alreads 1o
Bussv_‘ Walters, Hicks and Hammn.
ley of Jast year's team. and I'm not
saying anyvthing gbout who the young
sters will be  this season 2t ‘
tell them we'll be lllt.‘l‘l"
gong rings in the spring’.
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TO REBUILD VILDAGE.

\V}I"Il 4 ]

» . - )
The Powder ( ompany Promises to 1,

-‘ll lmn]ag(“ﬁ il] ]{("'(‘ll ‘w - I
Wisconsin, t Explosion in

. (BY the Associated Press,
Kenosha, Wis, . Marech 11. '.l-‘h!'z-- 1)
Pont Powder Company officers il
|directors, yfter an ull-day meeting |
’the r_u!nx of their plant at ‘Pl--,uc‘-...
;P!"d’l"l'?‘. tonight promised to rebu
‘the village and to pay every cent of
tactual loss sustained by any perso
1as a result of the explosion of Thiur-

day night. The promise w as mauds

$J'. P. Laffey. of Wilmington, Del., o -
{eral counse] for the company.,

{  Three more deaths caused in iret-
'y by the explosion wera report 1 -
maost coincidentally with the unnour
yment by the companv

The plan to rebuild the plant »
!hr- resisted by the residents of K1
jcounty.

————
STREET CAR STRIKI ..

"Agreement is Reached Whereby (e
Trouble is Ended.

(By the Associated Press )
! OKklahoma ity Okla., Alarch 11
1a conference of city officials, officiale
of the street rallway company, and an
jattorney for the labor interests he

oidce of (this afternoon, an, agreement on

i
L
settlemen; of the streer railway striloe
was reached. Running of the cars wil

1"

have besn Hdie a we-k.




